CHAPTER 4 


Covering Faith-Based Violence: Structure 
and Semantics of News Reporting 
in Pakistan 


Abbas Zaidi 


Introduction 

“Media” is a broad category comprising many genres that are distinctive 
in their functional distribution. All of them, however, give an account of, 
say, a happening to their readers. People in general understand, say, an 
incident in the light of how the media portrays or represents it (Carrabine 
2008; Fourie 2008; Biagi 2014). 1 Genres such as leaders are considered 
persuasive because they often take a position for or against an incident or 
issue and, therefore, cannot be categorized as neutral. Thus an editorial 
is defined as “a considered opinion of a newspaper on an issue of public 
importance” (Breuer and Napthine 2008, p. 126). Hard news reporting, 
on the other hand, is characterized by stories that “aim to inform the 
community about events and happenings and to provide citizens with the 
information they require to be able to participate as fully informed citizens 
in the democratic process” (Bainbridge et al. 2011, p. 454). Thus hard 
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news reporting is considered far more objective than other media genres 
(see Section 2.1 below). 

This chapter explores Pakistani newspapers’ hard news reporting of 
faith-based violence in the country. It endeavours to find out if the hard 
news reporting favours or disfavours a denominational community and, 
what strategies are opted to do so. The central thesis of the chapter is: 

Hard news reporting of faith-based violence in Pakistan heavily favours the 

Deobandis and disfavours the Shias. 

As an aside, it may be noted that it is not just the Shias who are disfa¬ 
voured by the media. All the denominational communities in Pakistan—for 
example, the Ahmadis, Christians, Hindus, and Barelvi Sunnis—are disfa¬ 
voured when violence perpetrated on them by the Deobandis is reported. 
However, to make this study manageable and in-depth, the focus will be set 
on just one community: the Shias of Pakistan. The justification for choos¬ 
ing the Shia community is (1) despite the Shias being a persistent target 
of persecution in Pakistan (see, e.g., Butt 2010; Voth 2014; Rajan 2015), 
very little scholarly work on their condition as victims of faith-based vio¬ 
lence exists; (2) the contributions of the Shias in the creation of Pakistan 
have been more than those of any other community: Pakistan’s founder, 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, was a Shia (see, e.g., Nasr 2006; Rieclc 2015; 
Ruthven and Wilkinson 2015); and, (3) historically, the Shias have been a 
significant group and their contribution to the cultural-intellectual history 
of the Indian subcontinent have been enormous (see, e.g., Rizvi 1986; 
Hasnain and Husain 1988; Jones 2011). Thus a probe into a genocidal 
assault on such a community should be a matter of academic, intellectual, 
and public, interest. 

In Pakistan, a good deal of work has been done on various aspects of 
the media (e.g., Akhtar 2001; Niazi 2010; Farwell 2011; Ali 2012; Shaikh 
2013). However, very few Pakistani scholars have researched the media’s 
role in reporting faith-based violence. The present study is the first attempt 
of its nature, and it is hoped that it will encourage native scholars to work 
on the media’s coverage of violence to which communities other than the 
Shias are regularly subjected. 

Below is the contextual elaboration of the thesis: 

1. A University of Pennsylvania research study has concluded that, in 

Pakistan, 90 percent of terrorism is committed by Sunni Deobandi 
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militant groups (Hussain 2010). Almost all terrorist groups in Pakistan 
are Deobandi. Some representative examples are the SSP/ASWJ, 
Jandullah, the JM, the LeJ, and HM. It may be noted here that all 
these groups are officially banned. 2 Despite the overwhelming extent 
of Deobandi terrorism and despite Deobandi spokesmen taking respon¬ 
sibility for persistent terrorist attacks, the media almost always hides the 
Deobandi identity of the attackers. 

2. According to Global Security, the sectarian break-up of the population 
of Pakistan is: Shias 18 percent, Ismailis 2 percent, Ahmediyas 2 per¬ 
cent, Barelvis 50 percent, Deobandis 20 percent, Ahle Hadith 4 per¬ 
cent, and other minorities 4 percent. 3 The Shias and the Ismailis 
constitute one sect. The Shias are also known as “Twelvers” and the 
Ismailis as “Seveners”. Historically the Twelvers have been known as 
the Shias—a denominator retained in this chapter. The first seven 
spiritual-political imams, or leaders, of the Shias and the Ismailis are the 
same. The Shia line ofimamhood extends to 12. Because of this diver¬ 
gence over the institution of the imams, these two Shia subsects have 
evolved separately from each other, but they share the same origin and 
ideology in the person of Ali bin Abu Talib, cousin and son-in-law of 
Prophet Muhammad (for details, see Momen 1987; Meherally 1991; 
Daftary 1998; Ladha 2008). Thus the total population of the Shias in 
Pakistan is 20 percent. 

The Barelvis and the Deobandis are Sunni but have deep theologi¬ 
cal rifts. The Deobandis are close to the Salafis/Wahhabis of Saudi 
Arabia in their literalist interpretation of the Qur’an. The Barelvis, in 
contrast, have a wider interpretation of Islam. They practice the sub¬ 
continental version of Sufism. They visit shrines of holy personalities 
and believe that these personalities can intercede with God on their 
behalf. To the Deobandis, just like the Salafis, visiting shrines is heresy. 
The Deobandi and the Barelvi sects apostatize each other (see, e.g., 
Sahni 2010; Malik 2011; Bokhari 2013). The Barelvis have also been 
subjected to Deobandi violence. Despite the intense Barelvi-Deobandi 
divide, the media characterizes Deobandi violence against the Shias as 
“Sunni” and thus creates a false Shia-Sunni binary (see the following 
sections for details). 

3. The media seldom identifies the victims’ sectarian identity if they are 
Shia. 

4. If the victims of terrorism belong to the Deobandi sect, the media 
identifies them as Deobandis. 
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5. The media reports Shia killing in one of three ways: denial, obfusca¬ 
tion, and justification. By denial I mean that the media explicitly or 
implicitly claims that not Shias but “people”, “men”, “pilgrims”, or 
ethnic “Hazaras” are being killed. This happens when the media either 
does not report Shia killing at all or deliberately hides Shia victims’ 
sectarian identity. By obfuscation I mean that the media portrays Shia 
killing in terms of a Shia-Sunni binary in which both sects are shown 
to be equally involved in violence. By justification I mean that the 
media portrays the Shias as heretics, blasphemers, and agents provoca¬ 
teurs operating on behalf of foreign powers and thus deserving of vio¬ 
lence being done to them. 

6. Sectarian communities such as the Amhadis, Barelvi Sunnis, Christians, 
and Hindus have an ‘advantage’ that is denied the Shias. If Ahmadis, 
Christians, or Hindus are attacked, they are clearly identified with ref¬ 
erence to their places of worship (a church or temple), or their neigh¬ 
bourhood (Youhanabad and Rabwa/Chenab Nagar, respectively, 
Christian and Ahmadi neighbourhoods and thus well known all over 
Pakistan). 

The thesis and its elaboration above may be further clarified by consid¬ 
ering a few examples that show how the media positions the reader vis- 
a-vis acts of terrorist violence. For instance, on 25 May 2014 an Ahmadi 
doctor visiting Rabwa/Chenab Nagar from the USA was killed. Pakistan’s 
three top English-language newspapers’ headlines read thus: 

Daily Times: US doctor shot dead in Rabwa 4 

Dawn: US-based Ahmadi doctor shot dead in Punjab 5 

Express Tribune: Ahmadi doctor killed in Chenab Nagar 6 

Two out of the three headlines clearly identify the sectarian identity of the 
Ahmadi doctor. For a Pakistani reader, the first headline will be as iden¬ 
tifying of the doctor’s sect as the other two because Chenab Nagar is the 
world centre of the Ahmadis and is synonymous with the Ahmadi faith. 

On 21 September 2013, the Taliban attacked a Christian church in 
Peshawar. The same newspapers’ headlines reported the attack thus: 

Daily Times: Peshawar Church attack: Protestors demand justice 7 

Dawn: Twin church blasts claim 80 lives in Peshawar 8 

Express Tribune: 78 killed, over 100 injured in Peshawar church attack 9 
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Again, from the headlines, it is clear that the victims of the attack were 
Christians. On 15 February 2015, a leader of the banned Deobandi 
group the ASWJ was killed in Rawalpindi. The ASWJ has a one-point 
agenda—that is, to have the Shias of Pakistan declared apostates. 
Its leaders have persistently justified Shia killing. For instance, in an 
interview with the Friday Times , the President of the ASWJ, Ahmed 
Ludhianvi, declared: 

Sectarianism has nothing to do with Shia killing. It is not correct to regard 
Shia killing as sectarian killing. Shouting “Shias are Infidels!” is just a slogan 
like “Food, Clothing and Shelter.” 10 

“Kafir” means “infidel” and. In the Pakistani context, a “Kafir” stands for 
blasphemy and a challenge to God, and must be eliminated. This is how 
the same newspapers reported the killing: 

Daily Times: Protests as ASWJ leader shot dead; another escapes attack 11 
Dawn: ASWJ local leader killed in Rawalpindi, central leader attacked in 
Karachi 12 

Express Tribune: ASWJ leader shot dead 13 

On 1 July 2012, suicide bombers struck the most revered Barelvi shrine 
of Data Darbar in Lahore. The headlines of the three newspapers clearly 
identified the shrine being attacked: 

Daily Times: Triple suicide attacks kill 40 at Data Darbar 14 
Dawn: At least 40 die in attack on Data shrine in Lahore 15 
Express Tribune: Thirty five killed at Data Darbar blast 16 

On 10 January 2013, in a bombing attack, the LeJ, the militant wing 
of the ASWJ, killed 93 Shias in Quetta. The three newspaper headlines 
reported it thus: 

Daily Times: Death rains on Pakistan 17 

Dawn: At least 93 lives lost in Quetta explosions 18 

Express Tribune: Black Thursday: Bloodbath in Quetta 19 

There is no reference to who died. The Daily Timed headline does not 
even say where death “rained”. On 7 June 2015, five Shias were killed 
by the LeJ. 20 The same newspapers obfuscated their sectarian identity by 
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foregrounding their ethnic identity. The headlines were the same, as if a 
ready-made headline had been reproduced: 

Daily Times: Five Hazara men gunned down in Quetta 21 
Dawn: Five Hazara men gunned down in Quetta 22 
Express Tribune: Five Hazara men gunned down in Quetta 23 


Methodology 

The analyses undertaken in this chapter are based on insights offered by 
the Appraisal framework, which is Martin and White’s (2005) extension 
of Michael Halliday’s Systemic-Functional Linguistics (Halliday 1977, 
1994; Halliday and Mathiessen 2014). The foundational argument of 
Systemic-Functional Linguistics is that language is a “system for making 
meanings” (Halliday 1994, p. xvii). It is through using the resources pro¬ 
vided by language that people construct social reality. Hasan clarifies the 
Systemic-Functional Linguistics approach to language by positing that 
language is not just the creation of meaning but its “validation”. She 
explains the notion of validation by saying that language grows “inter- 
organically” and meaning is “validated through the practices of other 
members of community” (Hasan in Cloran et al. 1996, pp. 22-23). 

Meaning is created when language functions on three levels simulta¬ 
neously: experiential, interpersonal, and textual. 24 The experiential func¬ 
tion is about how language references events, incidents, issues and so on. 
Interpersonal function is about how language is used to influence relation¬ 
ships between interlocutors. The textual function is about how a message 
is coded—that is, whether the message is written or spoken, and how 
thematic prominence is given to ideas, issues, and subjects. 

The Appraisal framework derives from the interpersonal function of 
Systemic-Functional Linguistics. Halliday and Matthiessen (2014, p. 33) 
explain the interpersonal function thus: (1) the roles played by interactants 
in a communicative situation; and (2) the values that the interactants bring 
with them to the communicative situations. The interpersonal function 
includes institutional, status, and affective roles. “In the act of speaking,” 
according to Halliday, “the speaker adopts for himself a particular speech 
role, and in doing so assigns to the listener a complimentary role which he 
wishes him to adopt in his turn” (Halliday 1994, p. 68). 

Thus the interpersonal function of language is to influence people. 
According to Marin and White (2005, p. 1) appraisal is concerned with: 
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the interpersonal in language, with the subjective presence ofwriters/speak- 
ers in texts as they adopt stances towards both the material they present and 
those with whom they communicate. It is concerned with how writers/ 
speakers approve and disapprove, enthuse and abhor, applaud and criticise, 
and with how they position their readers/listeners to do likewise. It is con¬ 
cerned with the construction by texts of communities of shared feelings 
and values, and with the linguistic mechanisms for the sharing of emotions, 
tastes and normative assessments. It is concerned with the construction by 
texts of communities of shared feelings and values, and with the linguistic 
mechanisms for the sharing of emotions, tastes and normative assessments. 

It is concerned with how writers/speakers construe for themselves particular 
authorial identities or personae, with how they align or disalign themselves 
with actual or potential respondents, and with how they construct for their 
texts an intended or ideal audience. 

Appraisal deals with how evaluative language is used by people/ 
texts to position their interlocutors to their points of view through 
the resources called Attitude, Engagement, and Graduation. Attitude 
employs the subresources of Affect, Judgement, and Appreciation to 
position the audience to take a particular view of “participants, actions, 
happenings and state-of-affairs therein depicted” (White 2006a, p. 37). 
Affect deals with how texts construe positive or negative emotions 
about persons, ideas, or objects. Judgement is about how texts cre¬ 
ate evaluative stances towards human behaviour. Appreciation is about 
how texts create evaluative posturing about various phenomena. Taken 
together, these three subresources position readers to view objects of a 
discourse negatively or positively. Affect, Judgement, and Appreciation 
can be explicit or implicit, or inscribed or invoked (for more details, see 
the following section). 

Engagement is about how attitudes are sourced and the voices played 
around discourse. Through strategies such as modality, projection, polar¬ 
ity, and adverbial comments, writers advance axiological positions and try 
to influence their readers about those positions. Through specific use of 
Engagement, writers decide whether to expand (heteroglossia) a discus¬ 
sion or contract it (monoglossia). Heteroglossic stances admit of vari¬ 
ous, even contrary, points of view. Monoglossic stances do not entertain 
opposing points of view. Graduation “attends to grading phenomenon 
whereby feelings are amplified and categories blurred” (Martin and White 
2005, p. 35). Graduation is about how an interpersonal message can be 
graded or intensified through the use of force (how high or low something 
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is in terms of intensity), and focus (how sharp or soft a comment or opin¬ 
ion can be in terms of affective intentionality and prototypicality). 

The analyses below are based on White’s development of the Appraisal 
framework with reference to hard news reporting (White 1997, 1998, 
2003, 2005, 2006a, b, 2009, 2011, 2012; White and Thomson 2008). 
The justification for using his work as the frame of reference is its explana¬ 
tory reach to account for both the form and the content of hard news 
reporting (see the following section). 


Hard News Reporting: Structure and Semantics 

The nature of hard news reporting was briefly indicated at the beginning 
of this chapter. In this section, a few remarks will be made about structural 
and semantic features of hard news reporting. 

Because of their currency, relevance, and impact on society, incidents 
related to violence are often given frontal prominence (see, e.g., Freedman 
2002; Boyle 2005). In generic terms, such coverage is known as hard 
news reporting, or hard news reports. Hard news reports, according to 
Bell (1990, p. 14), are the “staple product” of journalism. In the words of 
Bednarek and Caple (2012, p. 96), hard news reports are “characteristi¬ 
cally associate[d] with news discourse”. Wheeler (2005, p. 84) says that 
hard news reporting is “the bread and butter of the paper and involves 
important stories that affect people’s lives”. Probably the most important 
reason for some scholars’ according hard news reports such a central place 
is because they (1) deal with happenings; and (2) do not, unlike opinion 
pieces, set out with an explicit axiological stance or agenda. Thus they are 
far more objective than other media genres. In other words, hard news 
reports are: 

primarily grounded in a material event such as an accident, natural disaster, 
riot or terrorist attack, and those grounded in a communicative event such 
as a speech, interview, report or press release. (White 1997, p. 101) 

Most media scholars have dismissed claims about the objectivity of 
hard news reports (e.g., Goady 2000; Hammersley 2006; Campbell et al. 
2012). Work done in the traditions of critical discourse analysis (e.g., van 
Dijlc 1988a, b; Hodge and Kress 1993; Fairclough 1995a, b; Clark 2007; 
Richardson 2007); Trask 2007) and Systemic-Functional Linguistics 
(e.g., Trew 1979; Iedema et al. 1994; Martin and White 2005; Bednarek 
2006a, b) adopts linguistic frameworks to unpack bias in news reports. 
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Despite the claims that hard news reports are not objective, they are con¬ 
siderably more balanced and nuanced than other journalistic genres such 
as editorials and opinions. In their work on objectivity and subjectivity in 
various media genres, Martin and White (2005) did not find any explicit 
attitudinal content in their hard news report data. In other genres, how¬ 
ever, there were explicit attitudinal stances to various degrees. In the light 
of their findings, Martin and White formulated what they characterized 
as “Journalistic voices”. These voices are divided into “Reporter voice,” 
“Correspondent voice,” and “Commentator voice” Martin and White 
(2005, p. 173). The explicit attitudinal content in the three voices are 
none, minimal, and maximum, respectively. Thus of all the journalistic 
genres, hard news reports are the least subjective. 

Scholars have posited schematic structures of hard news reporting. For 
instance, Bednarelc and Caple (2012, p. 96) state that the structure of a 
hard news report is: 

Headline A Intro/Lead A Body/Lead Development 25 

“Lead Development” is a vague expression because “development” 
often implies linearity, which is often not the case with hard news reporting. 

Bell (1991, p. 150) posits an elaborate structure of hard news reports: 

Abstract A Orientation A Evaluation A Complication A Resolution 

As shown below, Bell’s proposed structure is too deterministic: it does 
not work for short news reports at all. 

This chapter draws on the schematic structure of hard news reports 
proposed by White (1997, p. 121), which comprises a Nucleus and its 
Satellites. He calls his proposed structure “orbital”. He does not use 
the “ A ” symbol because the satellites do not occur linearly. The Nucleus 
comprises the headline and the lead, and the rest of the report comprises 
Satellites, which refer back to the Nucleus. The Satellites serve the follow¬ 
ing functions: Appraisal (evaluation), Cause and Effect (giving reasons 
and consequences of a happening etc.), Contextualization (the social con¬ 
text of a happening etc.), and Elaboration (details of a happening etc.). As 
the Satellites are not linear, they can come in any order depending on the 
intention of the reporter. They can be shown visually, thus (the double¬ 
headed arrows stand for the recursiveness of the Satellites) (Fig. 4.1). 

White (1997, 2006a, 2012) discusses a number of semantic features 
of hard news reports based on Attitude, Engagement, and Graduation, 
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Fig. 4.1 Nucleus and its satellites 


as discussed above. A few of those features relevant to this study will 
be referenced below. These are Attitudinal inscription and invocation, 
Agency and affectedness, Attribution, Authorial endorsement, Authorial 
distancing, and Evidential standing. A brief elaboration of these features 
is given here: 

Attitudinal Inscription and Invocation Inscriptions are words and expres¬ 
sions which explicitly show a reporter’s view of an event, issue, or person 
(e.g., corrupt, terrorist, brutal, and repressive). In contrast, invocations 
are evaluative without being so overtly. White (1997, 2006a) gives the 
following examples of invocation from his data: 

(1) “George W. Bush delivered his inaugural speech as the United States 
President who collected 537,000 fewer votes than his opponent.” 
There is nothing explicitly evaluative about the statement but it 
invokes a negative judgment of Bush, whose democratic legitimacy is 
subtly challenged on account of his getting over half a million fewer 
votes than his opponent. 

(2) “Telstra has withdrawn sponsorship of a suicide prevention phone ser¬ 
vice—just days after announcing a $2.34 billion half-yearly profits.” 
Again, there is nothing explicitly evaluative about the statement but 










COVERING FAITH-BASED VIOLENCE: STRUCTURE AND SEMANTICS OF NEWS... 103 

the factual expression “just days after” gives a negative evaluation of 
Telstra. 

Agency and Affectedness This feature is about who initiates an action and 
who is affected by it. For instance, saying, “10 demonstrators killed” does 
not tell the reader who did the killing. Thus there is no agency in this 
statement. In contrast, saying, “Police killed 10 demonstrators” shows 
both agency (police) and the affected (demonstrators). 

Attribution The way reporters attribute statements shows whether or 
not they are taking responsibility for a state of affairs. For instance, a 
reporter can use “says” or “states” with reference to a source in order to 
show their neutrality. They can use “claims” and “illustrate” to maintain 
dialogic expansion (a different view is possible) and dialogic contraction 
(a different view is not possible), respectively. Attribution serves many 
functions. Information is attributed to authorities when the purpose is to 
make it authentic. Information is attributed to respectable sources to give 
it moral standing. Attribution also helps to construe specific points of 
view. If the media sources a statement from an interested party, it means 
that it is siding with that party by giving prominence to its point of view. 

Authorial Endorsement This is about a reporter’s support of someone or 
something. For instance, in “The government has rightly passed the anti¬ 
terror legislation”, the word “rightly” is indicative of the reporter’s sup¬ 
port of the legislation. 

Authorial Distancing When a reporter is opposed to a state of affairs, cer¬ 
tain lexical items may be used. In “The government has acted unlawfully”, 
“unlawfully” shows the reporter’s distance from the government action. 

Evidential Standing Evidential standing is about how a reporter tries to 
position the reader favourably or unfavourably by referencing sources that 
may be credible or incredible. In “Nobel Laureates have supported the 
view that...”, “Nobel Laureates” give a positive evaluation of the view 
because they enjoy great respect and authority. 


Data and Data Analysis 

The data for this chapter come from Pakistan’s mainstream newspapers. These 
are national dailies which do not have any parochial readership targets. In 
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other words, they are the national print media and address readership across 
die board. Since tiiis study is about the hard news reporting of faith-based 
violence in Pakistan, very few examples from other genres will be used. When 
such examples are used, their status will be ancillary to the hard news reports. 
As will be made clear below, in hard news reporting it is features such as 
Agency and affectedness and Attribution that dominate. Given the limitations 
of space available, the focus of the analyses below will be these two features. 

Every claim made in this chapter is backed by evidence from media 
reports. However, given the limitations of space, some of the reports will 
be paraphrased instead of quoted verbatim. For instance, in the very begin¬ 
ning of sections 3.2 and 3.3, the relevant reports have been paraphrased. 
The sources of the paraphrasing—that is, the media reports—have been 
identified in the footnotes. 


Caveat 

This study should also be noted for its limitations. My original intent was 
to carry out a multimodal analysis of hard news reporting in Pakistan. I 
had to drop the plan because despite my repeated efforts, none of the 
Pakistani newspapers or magazines responded to my requests for using the 
visuals published by them. 26 However, I have indicated where I have used 
and analysed a photograph. 

Systemic-Functional Finguistics is a complex and technically sophis¬ 
ticated linguistic theory. Halliday himself has said that it is “an extrava¬ 
gant theory, not a parsimonious one” (Halliday 1994: xix). It has inspired 
thousands of articles, papers, books, seminars, conferences, dissertations, 
and theses. Given its scope and limitations, this chapter offers only a basic 
outline of the theory. Since this study is intended to be a work of scholar¬ 
ship, the analyses below will be rigorous but without technical jargon. 

Appraising Faith-Based Violence Against The Shias 

It was indicated above that the media reports violence against the Shias 
in terms of denial, obfuscation, and justification. One way to analyse the 
media coverage of such violence can be to look for relevant hard news 
reports to support the thesis of this chapter. This may provoke a piclc- 
and-choose type of objection. In order to counter such an objection and 
with a view to illustrating the media’s across-the-board anti-Shia and pro- 
Deobandi bias, this chapter will set its focus on one incident. 
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The Ashura Incident in Rawalpindi: A Summary 

Called the Ashura, the 10th of Moharram in the Islamic calendar is the 
most significant and tragic day in Shia beliefs and practices. It was on this 
day that Hussain bin Ali, a grandson of the Prophet Muhammad, was mar¬ 
tyred along with his sons, brothers, and companions by the ruler Yazid’s 
army. Every year, Shias all over the world commemorate the Ashura by 
staging mourning processions. 

On Friday 15 November 2013, the Shias of Rawalpindi held the 
yearly Ashura procession. When the mourners were near Taleem ur 
Koran, a Deobandi mosque-cum-seminary, its imam began the Friday 
sermon by denouncing Hussain bin Ali and praising Yazid. He also 
called the Shias “kafirs”. It should be noted that on the 10th of 
Moharram, all mosques are legally bound not to use loudspeakers or 
make provocative speeches; only the regular daily call to prayer, the 
azzan , is allowed to be recited. 

The Shia mourners began to shout slogans against Yazid. At this 
point, shots were fired from the mosque, resulting in the killing of eight 
Shias on the spot (see below for details). As a result, some of the Shia 
mourners set the mosque on fire. Since the fire was immediately extin¬ 
guished, the front of the mosque was burnt but nothing was damaged 
inside. However, the media reported this incident from the Deobandi 
point of view. For instance, Fig. 4.2 shows a claim made on a Deobandi 
Facebook page. 

Had the inside of the mosque been burnt down, the Deobandis would 
have shown some burnt copies of the Koran as evidence. They did not. 
The Deobandi leaders also claimed that the Shias had slit the throats of 12 
seminary students. The media reported that the bodies of the slain semi¬ 
nary students had been taken to their home villages. Only the following 
day at a press conference did the chief of the Rawalpindi clarify that not a 
single seminary student had been killed (see below for details). However, 
the media continued to conceal facts. 27 

A photograph was published by Newsline showing Ahmed Fudhianvi, 
the head of the ASWJ, addressing the madrassa students and calling for 
the destruction of the Shias of Pakistan. It was taken two days after the 
‘burning’ of the mosque-seminary. The photograph shows, contrary to 
Deobandi/media claims, that only the front of the mosque was dam¬ 
aged (for the photograph and the accompanying article, see Shehzad, 19 
December 2013). 


106 A. ZAIDI 


*JUf • 


• ev>i2 

. > 1 so 

• o-«v70 

«_S U wl>3SOO 




jj>SOOOj9I 


WtCj 221 people like this. Top Comment 

CP 255 chares 

Fig. 4.2 The ASWJ factsheet about the ‘destruction’ caused by the Shias. 
(Translation: “The latest report of Shia barbarity: 190 people martyred; 12 
slaughtered; 150 injured; 70 whereabouts unknown; 3500 copies of the 
Koran and 5000 copies of the Hadith martyred; 1 mosque and 1 seminary 
martyred [i.e., destroyed]; 150 shops burnt down; Wake up Sunnis! May Allah 
create more Riaz Basras [a Shia assassin and a founder of the Lashkar-e-Jhangvi; he 
was killed in a gunfight with the police in 2012]; Wake up Riaz Basra!”) 

Media Reports of the Incident 28 

An appraisal analysis of the headlines of various newspapers is given in 
Table 4.1. 

As can be seen, the headlines make no reference to who the agent 
of the violence was and who the affected was. The media bias is clear 
in the reports. For instance, in its lead, Daily Times , a liberal English- 
language newspaper, portrayed the Shias as agents of violence and the 
Sunnis as affected. The agency has been highlighted and the affectedness 
underlined: 

Fighting erupted in the garrison city of Rawalpindi when a procession 
of Shias marking the Ashura coincided with a sermon at a nearby 
Sunni mosque. Angry Shia protesters attacked the Sunni mosque and 
seminary . [Shias] torching its building and an adjacent cloth market, 
where workers on Saturday were still battling to extinguish the fire 
completely. 29 

In that it does not admit a contrasting point of view, the lead is mono- 
glossic—that is, dialogically contracting. The Shias are portrayed as hav¬ 
ing acted violently and destroyed property. The authorial endorsement is 
invoked too. Many biased presuppositions and innuendos are packed into 
the lead: 






COVERING FAITH-BASED VIOLENCE: STRUCTURE AND SEMANTICS OF NEWS... 107 


Table 4.1 Newspaper headlines covering die Ashura tragedy 


Newspaper 

Headline 

Appraisal 

Comment 

Daily Express 

Two groups clash in 
Rawalpindi; curfew 
imposed 

Negative judgment 
of both groups for 
doing violence 

Obfuscation 

No distinction between 
aggressor and aggressed 
Both groups equally 
involved in violence 

Daily Times 

Curfew imposed in 
Rawalpindi after 10 
lolled in clashes; army 
called in Multan, 
Chishtian 

Negative judgment 
of both groups for 
doing violence 

Obfuscation 

No distinction between 
aggressor and aggressed 
Extreme violence: 10 killed 
Both groups equally 
involved in violence 

Dawn 

Rawalpindi violence 
kills nine; curfew back 
on after 4-hour-break 

No agent or target 
of violence 

Affect of fear 

Obfuscation 

No reference to human 
agency 

Anthropomorphic violence 

Express 

Rare curfew in 

Focus: rare curfew 

Obfuscation 

Tribune 

Rawalpindi after 
deadly clashes 

Negative 
appreciation of 
incident (clashes) 

No reference to human 
agency 

Janjy 

Two groups clash near 
Foara Chowk in 
Rawalpindi, 7 die 

Negative judgment 
of both groups for 
doing violence 

Obfuscation 

No reference to aggressor 
or target 

Binary of violence 

Nawa-e-Waqt 

Rawalpindi: Two 
groups clash, 10 
lolled, 90 injured, 
curfew imposed 

Negative judgment 
of both groups for 
doing violence 

Obfuscation 

No reference to aggressor 
or target 

Binary of violence 

The News 

Rawalpindi: Curfew 
reimposed after brief 
respite; clashes toll up 
to 9 

Negative judgment 
of both groups for 
doing violence 

Obfuscation 

No reference to aggressor 
or target 

Binary of violence 

The Nation 

Army called in after 
deadly clashes 

Fear and force 
(deadly) 

Obfuscation 

No reference to aggressor 
or target 


1. The fight was between the Shias and the Sunni, not between the Shias 
and the Deobandis. 

2. The Shias were the culprits because they provoked the violence. 

3. It was a procession on the street versus a sermon given in the mosque. 

4. The Shias were “angry,” but no such emotion is attributed to the 
Deobandis, which by implication means that they were solemn and 
busy praying. 
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5. The heretical status of the Shias is confirmed because they burnt down 
a mosque and a seminary. 

6. The Shias are not only anti-Islam, they are anti-business too because 
they burnt down a cloth market. 

7. As the workers were trying to extinguish the fire started by the Shias, 
the latter continued to set things on fire and thus endangered the lives 
of the workers. 

8. The workers tried, probably unsuccessfully, to extinguish the fire 
started by the Shias. 

Conclusion: die Shias are the enemies not just of religion but of society too. 

Dawn’s report too supported the claim of‘unprovoked’ Shia violence: 

Incidents of arson were also reported during the time of the clash in which 
shops in a cloth market in the city’s Raja Bazaar and a seminary were set 
alight. 30 

The Daily Express reported that the participants of the Ashura proces¬ 
sion—that is, the Shias—were the agents of violence. The Shia agency has 
been highlighted and the affectedness of the rest underlined: 

The mourners [i.e., the Shias] snatched guns from the policemen on 
duty and [they] began firing at the mosque . Later they set cloth and 
leather markets on fire . The fire was so intense that fire department failed to 
extinguish it. Soon everything was burnt down costing millions of rupees. 
The violent mob did not even spare the passers-by . They even attacked 
journalists and the police . 31 

The Shias were shown to be irrational and enraged mourners determined 
to destroy everything without provocation. In such a short paragraph, the 
number of the affected is unusually high: the mosque, the markets, the 
passers-by, the journalists, and the police. Thus in one go the Shias are 
portrayed as having subjected everything to intense violence. 

All the newspapers stated that the deaths, between 7 and 10, were the 
result of the clash, but it was falsely claimed that die people killed were 
Sunnis. It was reported that the Shias had killed adults and little children 
who were students of the seminary housed in the Sunni mosque. The front¬ 
page coverage was given to an anti-Shia Deobandi cleric, Mufti Naeem, 
who, at a press conference, claimed that the Shias had killed scores of Sunni 
worshippers and students. 32 At the same press conference, Mufti Naeem 
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denounced the formation of an inquiry commission to investigate the inci¬ 
dent: “Everyone knows who the culprits are. The inquiry commission is 
part of an international conspiracy!” He concluded his press conference 
with the threat: “Either hang the culprits or we will decide on our own 
what to do!” 33 

Giving such prominence to an avowed Shia hater is symptomatic of the 
media bias. Subsequent to the mufti’s claim about the dead bodies of the 
students killed by the Shias, the newspapers produced some “facts”. It was 
reported that the victims of the violence were Sunnis. The Shia agency has 
been highlighted, and the false Shia-Sunni binary underlined below: 

Shia mourners beat to death three men from the seminary for insulting 
them. As a result, clashes erupted between Shias and Sunnis . 34 

Jang did not say who was involved in the violence. It reported that two 
groups fought near Raja Bazar, and it identified the “protesters” who went 
on a rampage, burning and destroying places. 35 In its report, The Nation 
claimed that the Shias had assaulted the Sunnis. It did not give the Shia 
point of view but gave ample space to the imam, who provoked the inci¬ 
dent in the first place. In the report, all of the attributions are sourced 
from the Deobandi clerics; no Shia view is given a voice. The attributions 
have been highlighted below: 

Seminary head Ashraf Ali, at a press conference, claimed a total of 14 stu¬ 
dents were killed while 106 others injured in the attack. He and other cler¬ 
ics belonging to Jamiat Ahl-e-Sunnat sought action against the attackers. 
JUI-F district Amir Abdul Ghafar Toheedi told this scribe that attackers 
slaughtered three children of the seminary. Those killed in the seminary 
attack included Mehmood son of Atta Muhammad, Inayat Ullah son of 
Irfan, Awais son of Ziaul Hassan, Alam Zeb son of Baaz Ullah, Zaat and 
Muhammad Arif sons of Shah Muhammad, Fateh Zar Khan son of Zinda 
Khan, Saqib son of Wajid and Ilam Khan son of Aziz Khan. Names of five 
other deceased could not be ascertained. 36 

The Nation backed its Shia-Sunni obfuscatory report with an editorial. It 
referred to the Shias as “Crazed mobs” who “wander the streets seeking 
revenge”. As a result of the Shia violence, “people are dead, security per¬ 
sonnel are attacked, markets are set on fire”. 37 It condemned “a regressive 
ideology” which “laments progress, modernity, education, basic human 
rights, and everything else that stands in its path to annihilation”. 
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Only foreign news sources such as Reuters and International Business 
Times reported that the Ashura violence had cost Shia lives only. 38 

Reporting the Protests 39 

The media portrayed the Shias as the aggressors in the Rawalpindi ‘attack’. 
The following day, it reported the protests against the ‘attack’. These were 
Deobandi and Salafi protests led by the ASWJ. The Barelvi parties refused 
to participate, calling the protests a pure Deobandi issue, and not a Sunni 
or Islamic one. But the media continued to portray them as Sunni protests. 

Table 4.2 gives an Appraisal summary of the headlines about the 
protests. 

The claims made in the headlines about the peaceful protests conceal 
the fact that they were preceded by a campaign of arson and killing of 
Shia properties and lives (see below). From the lyrical “Groundswell” 40 
to the pseudofactual “Lawyers strike,” 41 every headline tried to position 
the readers from the Deobandi point of view; no voice was afforded for 
the Shias. 

An Express Tribune report sourced a speaker at the Deobandi protest 
rally against the “Shia violence” and its link outside Pakistan thus: 

“Hezbollah [of Lebanon] is active in the country,” [the Deobandi] speaker 
said, “Their flags were seen at the procession when the tragedy occurred.” 42 

The structural features of the report are highlighted below: 

Religious Parties Announce 3-Day Mourning 

ISLAMABAD—Following the Ashura Day clashes in Rawalpindi, the reli¬ 
gious parties of the country have announced to observe November 22 
(Friday) as a protest day and also three days mourning starting from 
today, [contextualization] 

These factions in their separately held meetings also appealed Chief Justice 
of Pakistan [CJP] to take notice of these clashes and asked the govern¬ 
ment to confine all these religious meetings and “Ashura processions” 
to its worship places, [elaboration] 

On the other hand, the government side, apart from holding meetings to 
review law and order situation in the country with special reference to 
Rawalpindi incident, also contacted religio-political parties to discuss 
the post-violence situation, [elaboration] 
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Table 4.2 Appraisal summary of the headlines about the protests 


Newspaper 

Headline 

Appraisal 

Comment 

Daily 

Lawyers strike, speakers 

Positive judgment 

Those who know law have 

Express 

demand arrest of culprits 

for Deobandis 
Negative 
judgment for 
wrongdoing Shias 
(culprits) 

sided with the people who 
are on the right side. This is 
why, the law should be 
made operative and culprits 
arrested 

No identity of the lawyer 
was given who were 
Deobandi and Salafi 
carrying posters of their 
sectarian parties 

Daily Times 

Day of protest 

Affect: die entire 
nation is angry 

The entire country 
protested 

Dawn 

Protests across Pakistan 
against Rawalpindi 
sectarian violence 

Negative 
judgement 
against Shias 
Positive judgment 
for Deobandis 

The entire country is 
aggrieved over Shias 
aggression 

Dunya 

Peaceful protests all over 
the country 

Positive judgment 
for Deobandis 

The protesters are restrained 
and mature as opposed to 
the violent Shias 

Express 

Groundswell of protests 

Positive 

There is a lot of good will 

Tribune 

against Pindi unrest 

appreciation for 
the Deobandi 
protests 

for the upsurge of feelings 
against the Shia violence 

Janjy 

Those responsible for 
Rawalpindi tragedy must 
be hanged, say the 
protesters 

Positive judgment 
of Deobandis 
Negative affect 
about those 
responsible for 
tragedy (Shias) 

He protesters have respect 
for law and are demanding a 
legal action 

Nawa-e- 

Peaceful protests all over 

Positive judgment 

The entire country showed 

Waqt 

the country 

of Deobandis 

restraint 

The News 

Wafaqul Madaris 
[Deobandi organisation 
managing its seminaries] 
observing countrywide 
‘protest day’ against 

Pindi carnage 

Positive judgment 
for Deobandis 
Negative affect 
about the Shias 
(carnage) 

Good/religious teachers 
and students are doing 
something solemn 
(observing) in connection 
with an ultimate cruel act 
(carnage) 

The Nation 

Rawalpindi Incident: 
Protest Demonstrations 
Countrywide 

Positive 
appreciation of 
the protest 

The entire country involved 
and unified in protest (mark 
the singular “protest” as 
opposed to “protests”) 
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Minister for Interior Chaudhary Nisar Ali Khan made a telephonic contact 
with Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F) chief Maulana Fazlur Rahman and 
Maulana Samiul Haq to discuss the post-violence situation in the city. 

[elaboration] 

Whereas the religious party Wafaq-ul-Madaris, after a day-long delibera¬ 
tion, reached consensus to observe the coming Friday as a protest day 
against the Rawalpindi clashes, [elaboration] 

They termed imposition of curfew in the city an attempt to hide the facts 
from people of the country. Over 50 students of the religious seminary 
were still missing, they feared, [elaboration] 

Expressing serious concern, they said that neither the central government 
nor the provincial government formally contacted them on this sad inci¬ 
dent. [elaboration] 

“Wafaq-ul-Madaris will announce next strategy after the funeral prayers 
of persons who died in this tragic incident,” said a party member while 
talking to The Nation, [elaboration] 

Condemning the government’s mismanagement, they also said warned 
of consequences if proper justice was not provided to them. They also 
recalled that Wafaq-ul-Madaris had time and again had asked the gov¬ 
ernment to restrict Ashura processions to some specific area. They also 
urged the government to take proper notice of the situation and nab the 
responsible involved in this incident as soon as possible. 

Meanwhile, Ahle-e-Sunnat-Wal Jamat Pakistan in a different meet¬ 
ing appealed to the CJP to take notice of the Rawalpindi incident, 
[appraisal] 

They also appealed to the government to confine religious meetings 
and Ashura processions should be confined to its worship places. 

[elaboration] 

“We have time and again brought into the notice of the government that 
armed processions are dangerous for country,” said the ASWJ chief, 
[appraisal] 

Agencies add: Maulana Samiul Haq called for a DPC meeting on Monday 
to discuss Friday’s violence in Rawalpindi, [elaboration] 

Talking to journalists at Darul Uloom Haqqani in Alcora Khattak on 
Saturday, Sami asked for a fair and impartial investigation into the “hei¬ 
nous violence” and appealed to the Chief Justice of Pakistan Iftikhar 
Muhammad Chaudhry to take suo motu notice, [appraisal] 

He expressed disappointment over the silence of the Punjab government 
regarding the issue, [appraisal] 43 
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The report is a complete whitewash of the Shia view and identity. All 
of the generic resources—that is, the Satellites, Appraisal, Contextualize, 
and Elaboration—work in favour of the Deobandi militants. All of the 
parties and organizations mentioned are Shia-hating Deobandi. All of the 
leaders mentioned are Deobandi. The Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) at 
the time was also a Deobandi, who in the Shia perception had always 
acted against their interest and in the interest of the Deobandis. 44 The 
interior minister’s ruling Pakistan Muslim League is a political ally of all 
the Deobandi parties, including the ASWJ. Maulana Samiul Haq, known 
as the Father of the Taliban, is the head of the seminary where the likes 
of Mullah Omar were educated and trained for the Afghan Jihad. Thus, 
according to the above report, it is the Deobandi parties that demand jus¬ 
tice; it is the Deobandi leaders who hold meetings and reach “consensus” 
regarding the future line of action; it is the Deobandi leaders who appeal 
to the CJP for action; and it is their students who are “still” missing. There 
is no report about the Shia protesters. All this leads to one conclusion: 
the only voice of reason is the Deobandi voice. No reference is made to 
what the Shia leaders had to say about the incident. It is only to the anti- 
Shia leaders that the media affords an opportunity to condemn “heinous 
violence”. The media portrayal of the Rawalpindi event is that it was an 
all-out Shia attack on Sunnis. 

Table 4.3 summarizes how the mainstream newspapers of Pakistan 
reported the protests. 


The Media’s Verdict through Attribution 

In this section, closer attention is paid to how the newspaper reports uti¬ 
lized attributions to position the readers against the Shias. 

Few newspapers reported what the Shias had to say about the 
Rawalpindi incident. All of the statements were sourced from anti-Shia 
quarters. Below is a report from The Nation , with attributions/sourcing 
being highlighted: 

Rawalpindi Incident: Protest Demonstrations Countrywide 

Various religious parties hold rallies and protest demonstration against 
the Raja Bazaar, Rawalpindi, incident across Pakistan. 

According to details, firing at a protest demonstration in provincial capital 
of KPK injured five people. 
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Table 4.3 Summary of newspaper reports on the protests 


Newspaper 

Appraiser 

Appraised/Target 

Summary of the report 

The 

Nation a 

Sunni 

Shias 

Peaceful protests by all religious parties. 
Traders went on strike to show their solidarity 
with the protesters 

Express 

Tribund 3 

Sunni 

Shias 

The protests against the tragedy were legal 
and peaceful 

Dawn c 

Sunni 

Shias 

Protesting parties comprised ASWJ, Wafaqul 
Madaris, Pakistan Ulema Council, the 
Jamaatud Dawa, the Jamaat-i-Islami and 
other religious groups 

The New£ 

Sunni 

Shias 

The protests against the Pindi carnage were 
peaceful 

Daily 

Timef 

Sunni 

Shias 

The protests caused no trouble or negative 
development 

Janjf 

Sunni 

Shias 

Protests staged all over the country. 

Protesters and relatives of those killed 
demanded justice and compensation for the 
lives and property destroyed 

Dunya s 

Sunni 

Shias 

The protests all over the country were 
peaceful 

Nawa-e- 

Waqth 

Sunni 

Shias 

Islamic parties staged peaceful protests. 
Resolutions were passed against terrorists. 

The masses participated in the protests 

Daily 

Express 

Sunni 

Shias 

Every Islamic group protested. Lawyers 
observed strike in solidarity with the protesters 


a “Rawalpindi Incident: Protest Demonstrations countrywide,” The Nation , 22 November 2013: http:// 
www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-daily-english-online/islamabad/22-Nov-2013/ 
rawalpindi-incident-protest-demonstrations-countrywide 

b “Groundswell of protests against Pindi unrest,” Express Tribune , 23 November 2013: http://tribune. 
com.pk/story/635856/groundswell-of-protests-against-pindi-unrest/ 

c “Protests across Pakistan against Rawalpindi sectarian violence,” Dawn , 23 November 2013: http:// 
www.dawn.com/news/1057851/protests-across-pakistan-against-rawalpindi-sectarian-violence 

d “Wafaqul Madaris observing countrywide ‘protest day’ against Pindi carnage,” The News , 21 November 
2013: http: //www.thenews.com.pk/ article- 127324-Wafaqul-Madaris-observing-countrywide-protest-dav- 
against-Pindi-carnage 

e “Day of protest,” Daily Times , 23 November 2013: http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page= 
2013\11\2 3\story_23-11-2013_pg3_l 

f “Rawalpindi tragedy: Various religious parties protest in Lahore,” Jang , 22 November 2013: http:// 
jang.com.pk/jang/nov2013-daily/22-11-2013/ul6086.htm 

g “Peaceful protests all over the country,” Dunya , 22 November 2013: http://dunya.com.pk/index.php/ 
dunya-headline/202017_l#.Uo9WqsRjUdo 

h “Peaceful protests all over the country,” Nawa-e-Waqt , 23 November 2013: http://www.nawaiwaqt. 
com.pk/national/23-Nov-2013/259725 

‘“Lawyers strike, speakers demand arrest of culprits,” Daily Express, 23 November: http://www.express. 
com.pk/epaper/PoPupwindow.aspx?newsID=1102023292&Issue=NP_LHE&Date=20131123 
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Protest demonstrations and rallies were organized in Rawalpindi, Karachi, 
Peshawar, Lahore, Faisalabad, Multan and Gujranwala. 

Addressing the participants of rally after offering Jummah prayers in 
Taleem-ul-Quran Seminary, leader of Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamaat (ASWJ) 
Ahmed Ludhyanvi said that the Raja Bazar tragedy took place due to 
the irresponsibility of administration. 

He demanded of the Punjab government to immediately arrest culprits 
involved in Rawalpindi incident. 

He further said that we own all the cities of Pakistan and we can’t allow 
anybody to damage the properties. 

Difae Pakistan Council and traders bodies also carried out a peaceful 
protest. 45 

There is not a single reference to what the Shias had to say about the 
Rawalpindi incident. All of the sources of information, responses, and 
statements came from anti-Shia Deobandis. 

There were a few exceptions, however. Below is the Express Tribune 
report on the protests. The Deobandi sourcing has been highlighted and 
the Shia sourcing underlined: 

Peaceful Protests: Protests against Rawalpindi Tragedy Remain 
Peaceful 

LAHORE: The Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamaat (ASWJ) and the Majlis-i- 
Wahdat-al-Muslimeen (MWM) held rallies in front of the Press Club 
and Karbala Gamay Shah on Friday to protest the Rawalpindi trag¬ 
edy. Heavy police contingents had been deployed at the venues as 
a precaution to avoid any untoward incident but the protests were 
relatively peaceful. 

The ASWJ’s rally was held in front of the Lahore Press Club and went on 
for four hours. Nearly 1,000 people joined the rally. 

Security SP [superintendent of police] Ali Salman Khan told Express Tribune 
that the administration had approved the timing and venue of the pro¬ 
test. Operations DIG [deputy inspector general] Rana Abdul Jabbar said 
more than 700 policemen had been deployed at the Press Club. 

The protest was called by ASJW Lahore ameer Maulana Hussain Ahmad, 
divisional president Maulana Muhammad Jameel Muawiya, provin¬ 
cial president Maulana Shamsur Rehman Muawiya, the International 
Khatam-i-Nabuwwat Movement, the Jamatud Dawa, the Muttahida 
Majlis-i-Ahle Sunnat Deoband and the Jamiat-i-Talaba-i-Arabia. 
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The demonstrators carried placards and banners condemning the 
Rawalpindi tragedy. Speakers at the rally demanded the government 
bring the perpetrators to justice. If the government does not restrict 
mourning to the imam bargahs, the ASWJ will do that, speakers said. 

They criticized what they called the administration’s failure to maintain 
law and order during Ashura. 

They demanded an impartial inquiry of the incident. They asked the 
government to restrict mourning to imam bargahs. 

The speakers said that if the government did not take immediate action 
against those responsible for the incident, ASWJ workers will take to 
the streets. They demanded compensation for the losses incurred in 
the incident. 

The police officials on duty at the procession must be terminated, the 

speakers said. 

“Hezbollah is active in the country,” a speaker said, “Their flags were 
seen at the procession when the tragedy occurred.” 

The Majlis-i-Wahdat-al-Muslimeen (MWM) too held a sit-in in front of 
Karbala Gamay Shah. Over 2,000 people, including women and chil¬ 
dren, attended the protest. 

MWM Punjab secretary general Allama Abdul Khaliq Asadi said the gov¬ 
ernment was trying to incite sectarian violence. He asked the Supreme 
Court to take notice of the incident. 

“Ashura mourners have never perpetrated terrorist acts,” he said . “We are 
always the target.” 

He said those demanding that mourning be confined to imam bargahs 
“are delusional”. Allama Raja Nasir Abbas Tafri said the government 
should deal with terrorist organizations and religious parties differently. 

Allama Abuzar Mehdavi accused the law minister of hindering the inves¬ 
tigation of the tragedy. He said terrorist organizations pretending to be 
religious parties were responsible for sectarian violence in the country. 

As many as 600 policemen were deployed outside Karbala Gamay Shah. 
Operations DIG Rana Abdul Jabbar said that over 10,000 policemen 
had been deputed in the city. He said metal detectors and walk-through 
gates had been installed at entry points at senstive imam bargahs and 
mosques. The Lahore police also held a flag march on The Mall, start¬ 
ing from the Punjab Assembly to Secretariat Chowlc. 46 

There are 10 attributions to the Deobandis as opposed to 7 to the 

Shias, which is not a significant difference. What is significant is that the 
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Shia cognitive stance is less sophisticated than the Deobandi one: the Shias 
say, ask, and accuse. In contrast, the Deobandis have a larger linguistic 
repertoire at their disposal: they say, ask, demand, condemn, and criticize. 
They also raise placards which refer to their civic sense of protesting. Also 
of significance is that the Shias complain of violence and terrorism, but the 
Deobandis raise wider issues which have a lot of intellectual content: (1) 
they are legal minded; (2) they want justice through an impartial inquiry; 
and (3) they are peaceful. 

The report published in Dunya gives complete agency and attributive 
sourcing to the Deobandis: 

Protest Processions All Over the Country End Peacefully 

On the call of Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamat and Federal Arabic Seminary 
Alliance, protest processions were taken out all over the country. The 
processions ended peacefully and no untoward incident took place. 
Activists [of Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamat and Federal Arabic Seminary 
Alliance] protested against the Rawalpindi slogans and shouted. Later, 
they dispersed peacefully. The protesters offered Friday prayers and 
then protested in the Guru Mandir area in Karachi. Processions of various 
sizes came together. The activists were carrying their party flags and 
protested. They offered asr prayer also. The leaders of Ahle Sunnat 
Wal Jamat and World Congress for the Finality of Prophethodd 
addressed the protesters. They demanded that the government get 
the warring parties to the negotiation table. In Lahore, members of 
various parties protested and condemned the Rawalpindi tragedy. 
Later, they staged a protest in front of the Lahore press Club and con¬ 
demned the Rawalpindi tragedy. They offered the asr prayer on the 
road. The participants sat on the road for a long time and blocked 
traffic. Their leaders addressed them and demanded quick investiga¬ 
tion into the incident. In Rawalpindi, leaders of religious parties took 
out a procession from the [the well-known Deobandi] Red Mosque. 
They staged a sit-in and raised their voice against the Rawalpindi 
incident. Later, they dispersed peacefully. In Quetta, the protesters 
were led by [an Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamat leader] Ramzan Mengal. 
The protesters condemned the Rawalpindi tragedy and dispersed after 
being addressed by their leaders. In Faisalabad, the protesters took out 
a rally where speakers demanded the arrest of those responsible for the 
Rawalpindi incident. 47 
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Thus the only voices and points of view that the media emphasized and 
gave authenticity were those of the Deobandi sect whose leaders and fol¬ 
lowers were portrayed as good Muslims who did not forget to pray, even 
on the road, despite being extremely sad and angry. 

The media further gave authenticity to these voices by backing them 
with the anti-Shia statement of the Punjab Law Minister, Rana Sanaulla, 
in the Punjab assembly. Sanaulla is known for his barely concealed links 
with the Deobandi terrorist organizations, such as the banned SSP and 
LeJ. 48 This is the statement which the media published prominently with¬ 
out questioning its veracity: 

He [Rana Sana] invited the opposition members to sit together if they 
wanted to know what preparations had been made. He told the House that 
the culprits who had invaded the mosque and set the markets ablaze had 
already been identified through CCTV [closed-circuit television] footages 
and that some of them had been taken in custody . 49 

However, Sanaulla and the government investigators never identified a 
single Shia who had “invaded” the mosque. The media, then or later, 
never questioned the authenticity of Sanaulla’s claim. 


From Friday to Friday: The Media Cover-Up 

Between Friday 15 November 2013 and Friday 22 November 2013, vio¬ 
lence took place all over Pakistan. The media portrayed it as a peaceful 
Sunni protest against Shia violence. Not a single newspaper reported how 
the violence had started or how it was organized. 

One day before the Rawalpindi incident, the ASWJ called upon its 
activists to gather in the Taleem ur Koran mosque and stop the Shia 
protest. Figure 4.3 shows the related tweet, which the media never 
discussed. 

At a press conference after the Rawalpindi event, the interior minister 
said that a day before the Ashura procession, the CCTV cameras around 
the mosque-cum-seminary had been disabled. Neither the minister nor 
the media tried to find out who was behind the act. 50 

Hours after the Rawalpindi incident, a number of Shia mosques were 
damaged or burnt down in different parts of Pakistan. The media only 
reported “some violence” in the cities of Multan and Chishtian and 
blacked out the complete burning down of three Shia mosques (and cop¬ 
ies of the Koran there) in Rawalpindi alone. According to Daily Times 
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Shion k tabbaraa'e juloos ko Rokny 
K Liay 

Kal Tmam Sat hi Broz JUMA 10:00 
AJM Taleem ul Quraan Raja Bazaar 
phnchy 

Zimdaron ki shrkat Lazmi hy 

11/1 4/201 3,11:45 AM 


Fig. 4.3 The ASWJ tweet calling upon its supporters to attack the Shia 
procession. (Translation: “To stop the blasphemous Shia procession, all friends are 
required to gather in Taleem ul Koran on Friday, 10 in the morning. The 
attendance of responsible people is mandatory.”) 58 

Separately in Multan, at least 12 people were injured when Sunnis took 
to the streets to protest the Rawalpindi incident, leading to clashes with 
Shias who fired warning shots in the air, a senior police official told 
Age nee France Presse (AFP). 

The Multan administration later called in the army to control the situation. 
A person was killed and two others were injured in the clash in Multan’s 
Nala Wali Muhammad area, according to Online news agency. 
Following the clash, it added, angry mobs blocked city roads by setting 
fire to tyres. In neighbouring Chishtian, a Shia mosque was partially 
damaged and several shops were destroyed when Sunnis torched it in 
retaliation to the violence in Rawalpindi. 

Several shops were also torched in Chishtian as tensions spread to 
Haroonabad and Bahawalnagar. 51 

Contrary to the fact that the Barelvis refused to take part in the pro¬ 
tests, the media insisted on calling it a Sunni protest. Significantly, only 
the Sunnis, not the Deobandis, “took to the streets”, but it was the 
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Shias who fired the warning shots. No identification is made of the per¬ 
son killed and the dozen or so injured. Apparently a Shia mosque was 
only “partially damaged”, but no account was given of the several shops 
destroyed; they were all Shia shops. Again, the fact that several Shia shops 
were burnt down in Chishtian is concealed. 52 The attack on the Shias, 
their shops, and their mosque was justified because it was “retaliation” 
for the Rawalpindi tragedy. 

It was only when the Deobandi Taliban came into action that the media 
began to report violence against the Shias, but, even then, the violence 
was reported according to the Shia-Sunni binary. 

The Taliban began a campaign of violence against the Shias after the 
Rawalpindi incident, killing a number of Shias and burning down Shia 
mosques and businesses. They began by destroying a Shia mosque in 
Karachi, killing 9 Shia on the spot and injuring 50. Later, 7 more Shias 
died in hospital, which was not reported at all. 53 

Daily Times obfuscated the motives behind the bombing. Its reporter 
quoted a source thus: “it was difficult to say immediately whether Shias 
were the target because Sunnis also lived near the blast site”. 54 

But it was the Taliban who took responsibility for the attack and said 
that they had killed the Shias of Karachi to avenge the Rawalpindi tragedy: 

TTP Claims Responsibility for Twin Bomb Attacks in Karachi 

KARACHI: The Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) claimed responsibility 
Saturday for twin bomb attacks in Karachi overnight that killed at least 
seven people and wounded at least 28 others. 

Shahidullah Shahid, a spokesman for umbrella group TTP, told AFP 
that the attacks in Karachi were carried out in revenge for violence in 
Rawalpindi on November 15. 

He said the attacks were aimed at Shias in Karachi, and vowed further 
violence. 

“It was to avenge the Rawalpindi incident, we will carry out more such 
attacks to avenge the killing of Sunnis,” Shahid told AFP by telephone 
from an undisclosed location. 

Fighting erupted in the garrison-city of Rawalpindi, which neighbours the 
capital Islamabad, earlier this month when a procession by Shia Muslims 
to mark the most important day of the mourning month of Muharram 
coincided with a sermon at a nearby Sunni mosque. 

The groups clashed with each other, TV cameramen and security forces. 
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Officials said 11 people were killed and more than 60 injured while a 
Sunni mosque and seminary and an adjacent cloth market were burnt, 
with Sunni groups blaming Shia protesters. 

Thousands of people in major cities across the country, including Karachi, 
protested amid high security on Friday after Sunni groups called for 
demonstrations against the Rawalpindi violence. 

The explosions overnight in Karachi Friday took place within minutes of 
each other in the city’s bustling, predominantly Shia neighbourhood of 
Ancholi. 

Karachi, a city of 18 million people which contributes 42 per cent of 
Pakistan’s GDP [gross domestic product], is rife with murder and kid¬ 
nappings and has been plagued with sectarian, ethnic, and political vio¬ 
lence for years. 

The TTP has been behind hundreds of bomb and gun attacks that have 
fanned instability in Pakistan, killing more than 6,500 soldiers, police 
and civilians since 2007. 55 

Even when the Taliban (i.e., the Deobandis) made it clear that they 
were responsible for the Shia killing, Dawn continued to portray it as a 
Shia-Sunni binary in its report: 

Thousands of people in major cities across the country, including Karachi, 
protested amid high security on Friday after Sunni groups called for demon¬ 
strations against the Rawalpindi violence. 

Details of the Taliban campaign against the Shias were given only by 
some Shia websites. 56 


Conclusion 

As pointed out at the beginning, this study is the first of its kind and, given 
the limitation of space, its focus is narrow. What is true of the media’s role 
in the Shia genocide in Pakistan is equally true of its role in the persecution 
of other sectarian communities. The media does not exist in a vacuum. 
Various factors behind journalistic complicity in the Shia genocide, or 
for that matter the persecution of other communities in Pakistan, needs 
to be probed using scholarly paradigms as opposed to journalistic mus- 
ings and commentaries. For instance, the role of how the likes of Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates fund terrorism in Pakistan 
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can rewardingly be investigated. 57 Work can also be done on the media’s 
links to these and other terror-sponsoring sources. 

This study has discussed both the English- and Urdu-language hard 
news reporting using White’s framework. However, close structural- 
semantic attention was paid only to the English-language reports. The 
Urdu-language reports were explored in attitudinal terms only. A separate 
study is needed to find out if White’s framework can account for Urdu- 
language reporting. Prima facie, with some additions, White’s framework 
should account for Urdu hard news reporting both structurally and seman¬ 
tically. However, an Urdu-specific study needs to be done to verify this. 

Anodier issue worth exploring is that of voice. Some of die hard news 
reports discussed here may not qualify for any of the three voices posited by 
Martin and White (2005). There may be a possibility of exploring a new voice. 
I would suggest a “transformative” voice for those reports (and other media 
genres) that deny the existence of issues, incidents, or facts. Or, it may be the 
case that the notion of the commentator voice can be extended to incorporate 
die transformative voice. A separate study is required to explore this issue too. 
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1. “Media” is used as singular throughout this chapter because of its 
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2. See the report on these banned outfits: “212 organisations formally 
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4. “US doctor shot dead in Rabwa,” Daily Times , 27 May 2014: http:// 
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Sep-2013/peshawar-church-attack-protestors-demand-justice 


COVERING FAITH-BASED VIOLENCE: STRUCTURE AND SEMANTICS OF NEWS... 123 


8. “Twin church blasts claim 80 lives in Peshawar,” Dawn , 22 September 
2013: http://www.dawn.com/news/1044668 
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10. “Sectarianism has nothing to do with recent terrorism in Pakistan,” 
The Friday Times , March 15-21 2013: http://www.thefridaytimes. 
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